
Page 46 TITLE 41—PUBLIC CONTRACTS § 120 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 358, § 19(a), (c)–(e), 58 Stat. 667; 
June 25, 1948, ch. 645, § 21, 62 Stat. 862.) 

CODIFICATION 

As originally enacted, the second undesignated para-
graph of this section contained the words, ‘‘, the Dis-
trict of Columbia’’ after ‘‘The several district courts of 
the United States’’. The words ‘‘District of Columbia’’ 
have been deleted entirely as superfluous in view of 
section 132(a) of Title 28, Judiciary and Judicial Proce-
dure, which states that ‘‘There shall be in each judicial 
district a district court which shall be a court of record 
known as the United States District Court for the dis-
trict’’, and section 88 of Title 28 which states that ‘‘the 
District of Columbia constitutes one judicial district’’. 

Section was comprised of subsecs. (a) and (c) to (e) of 
section 19 of act July 1, 1944. Subsec. (b) of section 19 
was classified to section 590a of Title 18, Criminal Code 
and Criminal Procedure, prior to the general revision 
and enactment of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Proce-
dure, by act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 683. Subsecs. 
(a), (d), and (e) of section 19 were repealed by act June 
25, 1948, leaving only subsec. (c) of section 19, which 
comprises this section. Subject matter of former sub-
secs. (a), (d), and (e) of section 19 is covered by sections 
201, 287, 443, and 1001 of Title 18. 

AMENDMENTS 

1948—Act June 25, 1948, repealed first, second, fifth, 
and sixth undesignated pars. See Codification note 
above. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1948 REPEAL 

Amendment by act June 25, 1948, effective Sept. 1, 
1948, see section 20 of that act. 

§ 120. Powers and duties of contracting agencies 

(a) Limitation 

Each contracting agency shall have authority, 
notwithstanding any provisions of law other 
than contained in this chapter, (1) to make any 
contract necessary and appropriate to carry out 
the provisions of this chapter; (2) to amend by 
agreement any existing contract, either before 
or after notice of its termination, on such terms 
and to such extent as it deems necessary and ap-
propriate to carry out the provisions of this 
chapter; and (3) in settling any termination 
claim, to agree to assume, or indemnify the war 
contractor against, any claims by any person in 
connection with such termination claims or set-
tlement. This subsection shall not limit or af-
fect in any way any authority of any contract-
ing agency under the First War Powers Act, 
1941, or under any other statute. 

(b) Evidence required; conclusiveness of deter-
minations 

Any contracting agency may prescribe the 
amount and kind of evidence required to iden-
tify any person as a war contractor, or any con-
tract, agreement, or purchase order as a war 
contract for any of the purposes of this chapter. 
Any determination so made that any person is a 
war contractor, or that any contract, agree-
ment, or purchase order is a war contract, shall 
be final and conclusive for any of the purposes of 
this chapter. 

(c) Appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for administering the 
provisions of this chapter. 

(d) Validation of prior settlements 

All policies and procedures relating to termi-
nation of war contracts, termination settle-

ments, and interim financing, prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury or any contracting 
agency, in effect on July 21, 1944, and not incon-
sistent with this chapter, shall remain in full 
force and effect unless and until superseded by 
the Administrator of General Services in accord-
ance with this chapter, or by regulations of the 
contracting agency not inconsistent with this 
chapter or the policies prescribed by the Admin-
istrator of General Services. 

(e) Impairment of contract 

Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to im-
pair or modify any war contract or any term or 
provision of any war contract or any assignment 
of any claim under a war contract, without the 
consent of the parties thereto, if the war con-
tract, or the term, provision, or assignment 
thereof, is otherwise valid. 

(f) Aid to war contractors 

Any contracting agency may authorize or di-
rect its officers and employees, as a part of their 
official duties, to advise, aid, and assist war con-
tractors in preparing and presenting termi-
nation claims, in obtaining interim financing, 
and in related matters, to such extent as it 
deems desirable. Such advice, aid, or assistance 
shall not constitute a violation of section 205 of 
title 18 or of any other law, provided the officer 
or employee does not receive therefor benefit or 
compensation of any kind, directly or indi-
rectly, from any war contractor. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 358 § 20, 58 Stat. 668; Ex. Ord. No. 
9809, § 8, eff. Dec. 12, 1946, 11 F.R. 14281; June 30, 
1947, ch. 166, title II, § 207, 61 Stat. 209; 1947 
Reorg. Plan No. 1, § 201, eff. July 1, 1947, 12 F.R. 
4534, 61 Stat. 951; June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 102(b), 63 Stat. 380.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The First War Powers Act, 1941, referred to in subsec. 

(a), is act Dec. 18, 1941, ch. 593, 55 Stat. 838, which en-

acted sections 32 to 37 and 601 to 605, 611, and 616 to 622 

of Title 50, Appendix, War and National Defense, and 

amended section 95a of Title 12, Banks and Banking, 

and section 5 of Title 50, Appendix. The First War Pow-

ers Act, 1941, was substantially repealed, with certain 

exceptions, by Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 

Stat. 651. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (f), ‘‘section 205 of title 18’’ substituted for 

‘‘section 109 of the Criminal Code (18 U.S.C. 198)’’ on au-

thority of act June 25, 1948, ch. 645, 62 Stat. 683, the 

first section of which enacted Title 18, Crimes and 

Criminal Procedure, and on authority of Pub. L. 87–849, 

§ 2, Oct. 23, 1962, 76 Stat. 1126. 

Subsec. (g), relating to the duties of Smaller War 

Plants Corporation, omitted on authority of section 207 

of act June 30, 1947, which provided: ‘‘The liquidation of 

the affairs of the Smaller War Plants Corporation ad-

ministered by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 

pursuant to Executive Order 9665 shall be carried out 

by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation, notwith-

standing the provisions of the last paragraph of section 

5 of the First War Powers Act, 1941 [section 605 of Title 

50, Appendix, War and National Defense]. The Smaller 

War Plants Corporation is hereby abolished.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Secretary of the Treasury transferred to 

Administrator of General Services by section 102(b) of 
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act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 380, which was classi-

fied to section 752(b) of former Title 40, Public Build-

ings, Property, and Works, and was repealed by Pub. L. 

107–217, § 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1304. 
‘‘Secretary’’ substituted for ‘‘Director’’ by section 8 

of Ex. Ord. No. 9809 and section 201 of Reorg. Plan No. 

1 of 1947, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605, formerly section 505, of act 

June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 403; renumbered by act 

Sept. 5, 1950, ch. 849, § 6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583. 

§ 121. Administrator of General Services; addi-
tional duties 

In addition to his other functions under this 
chapter, the Administrator of General Services 
shall— 

(a) promote the training of personnel for ter-
mination settlement and interim financing by 
contracting agencies, war contractors, and fi-
nancing institutions; 

(b) Omitted 
(c) promote decentralization of the adminis-

tration of termination settlements and in-
terim financing by fostering delegation of au-
thority within contracting agencies and to 
war contractors, to the extent he deems nec-
essary and feasible; and 

(d) consult with war contractors through ad-
visory committees or such other methods as 
he deems appropriate. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 358, § 21, 58 Stat. 669; Ex. Ord. 
No. 9809, § 8, eff. Dec. 12, 1946, 11 F.R. 14281; June 
30, 1947, ch. 166, title II, § 207, 61 Stat. 209; 1947 
Reorg. Plan No. 1, § 201, eff. July 1, 1947, 12 F.R. 
4534, 61 Stat. 951; June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 102(b), 63 Stat. 380.) 

CODIFICATION 

Subsec. (b), providing for Administrators’ collabora-

tion with Smaller War Plants Corporation in protect-

ing interests of smaller war contractors, was omitted 

on authority of section 207 of act June 30, 1947, which 

provided: ‘‘The liquidation of the affairs of the Smaller 

War Plants Corporation administered by the Recon-

struction Finance Corporation pursuant to Executive 

Order 9665 shall be carried out by the Reconstruction 

Finance Corporation, notwithstanding the provisions of 

the last paragraph of section 5 of the First War Powers 

Act, 1941 [section 605 of Title 50, Appendix, War and Na-

tional Defense]. The Smaller War Plants Corporation is 

hereby abolished.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Secretary of the Treasury transferred to 

Administrator of General Services by section 102(b) of 

act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 380, which was classi-

fied to section 752(b) of former Title 40, Public Build-

ings, Property, and Works, and was repealed by Pub. L. 

107–217, § 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1304. 
‘‘Secretary’’ substituted for ‘‘Director’’ by section 8 

of Ex. Ord. No. 9809 and section 201 of Reorg. Plan No. 

1 of 1947, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605, formerly section 505, of act 

June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 403; renumbered by act 

Sept. 5, 1950, ch. 849, § 6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Advisory committees in existence on Jan. 5, 1973, to 

terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 

period following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the case of a 
committee established by the President or an officer of 
the Federal Government, such committee is renewed by 
appropriate action prior to the expiration of such 2- 
year period, or in the case of a committee established 
by the Congress, its duration is otherwise provided by 
law. Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, 
to terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 
period beginning on the date of their establishment, 
unless, in the case of a committee established by the 
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such 
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to 
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of 

a committee established by the Congress, its duration 

is otherwise provided by law. See section 14 of Pub. L. 

92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appendix 

to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 122. Use of appropriated funds 

Any contracting agency is authorized— 
(a) to use for interim financing, the payment 

of claims, and for any other purposes author-
ized in this chapter any funds which have 
heretofore been appropriated or allocated or 
which may hereafter be appropriated or allo-
cated to it, or which are or may become avail-
able to it, for such purposes or for the pur-
poses of war production or war procurement; 

(b) to use any such funds appropriated, allo-
cated, or available to it for expenditures for or 
in behalf of any other contracting agency for 
the purposes authorized in this chapter; and 

(c) to determine by agreement, joint esti-
mate, or any other method authorized by the 
Administrator of General Services, the part of 
any expenditure made pursuant to subsection 
(b) of this section to be paid by each contract-
ing agency concerned and to make transfers of 
funds between such contracting agencies ac-
cordingly. Transfers of funds between appro-
priations carried upon the books of the Treas-
ury shall be made by the Administrator of 
General Services in accordance with joint re-
quests of the contracting agencies involved. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 358, § 22, 58 Stat. 670; Ex. Ord. 
No. 9809, § 8, eff. Dec. 12, 1946, 11 F.R. 14281; 1947 
Reorg. Plan No. 1, § 201, eff. July 1, 1949, 12 F.R. 
4534, 61 Stat. 951; June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, 
§ 102(b), 63 Stat. 380.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Functions of Secretary of the Treasury transferred to 

Administrator of General Services by section 102(b) of 

act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 380, which was classi-

fied to section 752(b) of former Title 40, Public Build-

ings, Property, and Works, and was repealed by Pub. L. 

107–217, § 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1304. 
‘‘Secretary’’ substituted for ‘‘Director’’ by section 8 

of Ex. Ord. No. 9809 and section 201 of Reorg. Plan No. 

1 of 1947, set out in the Appendix to Title 5, Govern-

ment Organization and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

Transfer of functions by act June 30, 1949, effective 

July 1, 1949, see section 605, formerly section 505, of act 

June 30, 1949, ch. 288, 63 Stat. 403; renumbered by act 

Sept. 5, 1950, ch. 849, § 6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583. 

§ 123. Delegation of authority by Administrator 
of General Services 

(a) Officers and agencies of General Service Ad-
ministration and other governmental agen-
cies 

The Administrator of General Services may 
delegate any authority and discretion conferred 
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